Dining

Melbourne is Australia’s unofficial food capital. Let your imagination guide you to a multicultural city of gastronomic delights. Its restaurateurs aim for good food at fair prices and its inhabitants demand nothing less. Follow this guide for a taste of Melbourne dining or explore the streets and laneways to discover your own favourites.
Follow this guide for a taste of Melbourne dining or explore the streets and laneways to discover your own favourites.

Special occasion

Becco – Serving fine Italian fare to Melbourne’s movers and shakers. 11–25 Crossley St, 9663 3000. (I4)
Bistrot D’Orsay – Gallic inspired menu, intimate and cosy ambience. 184 Collins St, 9654 6498. (H5)
ezard – The eponymous restaurant of one of our leading chefs. 187 Flinders Ln, 9639 6811. (H5)
Fifteen Melbourne – Jamie Oliver’s latest venture in the global series of Fifteen restaurants offering fresh, simple Italian-inspired dishes from specially trained chefs. Basement, 115-117 Collins St, 1300 799 415. (I4)
Flower Drum – Chinese cuisine, one of the nation’s finest restaurants. 17 Market Ln, 9662 3655. (I4)
Grossi Florentino – An elegant and grand affair with warm and welcoming service. 80 Bourke St. 9662 1811. (I3)
Nobu Melbourne - The world’s most recognized Japanese restaurant is now in Melbourne serving up its innovative new style Japanese cuisine by the waterfront. Crown Entertainment Complex, 8 Whiteman St, Southbank, 9696 6566. (F7)
Red Emperor – River views and fantastic food, a favourite for Yum Cha. Upper level, Southgate, Southbank, 9699 4170. (H6)
Taxi Dining Room – Superb service and menu in spacious surrounds. Level 1, Transport Hotel, Federation Square, Cnr Flinders and Swanston Sts, 9654 8808. (I6)

Three One Two – award winning modern Australian cuisine and thoughtfully prepared wine list; the degustation is the best way to experience the chef’s culinary imagination. 312 Drummond St, Carlton, 9347 3312. (Not shown)
Vue de Monde – Award-winning fine French cuisine; bookings essential. Normanby Chambers, 430 Little Collins St, 9691 3888. (F5)
European and Middle Eastern

Abla’s – Lebanese feasting, 13 course banquet on Friday and Saturday (BYO). 109 Elgin St,

Carlton, 9347 0006. (Not shown)
Belgian Beer Café Eureka – Hearty Belgian classics, mod-Oz dishes and plenty of good beer under the city’s highest skyscraper. 5 Riverside Quay, Southbank, 9690 5777. (H7)

Bistro 1 – Italian eatery with sophisticated surrounds and ambiance. 126 Little Collins St,

9654 3343. (I4)
Bottega – The complete Italian package: good service, large wine list, hearty food. 74 Bourke St, 9654 2252. (I3)

Cecconi’s Cantina - fine dining experience with a traditional Italian menu, perfectly complimented by an impressive, globetrotting wine list. Basement, 61 Flinders Ln,

9663 0222. (I5)
Il Bacaro e Cucina – Intimate Italian dining, accomplished service and interesting menu.

168 Little Collins St, 9654 6778. (H4)
Il Solito Posto – Perennially popular all day for coffee, a quick bite or serious meal. Basement, 113 Collins St, 9654 4466. (I4)

Kri Kri Mezethopoleion – Greek mezethes style offering numerous small dishes, ideal for vegetarians. 39–41 Little Bourke St, 9639 3444. (I3)
Mini – a sublime, modern day Greek dining experience with flawless food, refreshing wine list

and contemporary ambience. Basement, 141 Flinders Ln (Via Oliver Ln), 9650 8830. (I5)

MoVida Bar De Tapas – From the narrow alleyway location to the delicious Spanish food, top notch wine list and buzzy yet relaxed atmosphere, Spain has come to

Melbourne! 1 Hosier Ln, 9663 3038. (I5)
Oyster Little Bourke – Offering a combination of cuisines and style of the world’s best bistros with the very best of Australia’s produce, featuring fresh oysters and seafood. 35 Little Bourke St, 9650 0988. (I3)
Paris Go Bistro – Cosy and inviting, this popular French bistro offers all the favourites, from steak tartare to escargot to cassoulet. 116 Rathdowne St, Carlton, 9347 7507. (Not shown)

ScusaMi – City views and a name dropping menu that features the finest ingredients. Mid Level, 3 Southgate Ave, Southbank, 9699 4111. (H6)
Sosta Cucina – Enjoy the carefully crafted menu reflecting the informal elegance of traditional Northern Italian heritage. 12 Errol St, North Melbourne, 9329 2882. (D1)

The Press Club – Taste innovative recreations of traditional Greek food with a bit of modern pizzazz. 72 Flinders St, 9677 9677. (J5)
Tutto Bene – Award winning Italian fare including a delicious selection of traditional risotto in

this buzzy and popular riverfront venue. Mid Level, 3 Southgate Ave, Southbank, 9696 3334. (H6)
Asian
Bopha Devi - Light, delicate and healthy contemporary Cambodian cuisine based on

an exotic fusion of Chinese, Indian and French influences. 27 Rakaia Way, NewQuay,

Docklands, 9600 1887. (A5)
Gingerboy - chic restaurant/ bar with a hawker style menu of South East Asian street

favourites and a sensational looking cocktail list of Asian inspired concoctions, 27-29

Crossley St, 9662 4200. (I3)
Hako – Delectable Japanese menu of mouth-watering, impeccably fresh dishes such as the bento boxes and signature dish, ebi tempura. 310 Flinders Ln, 9620 1881. (G5)

Idea Fine Food & Wine – Superb Chinese cuisine with extensive and good value wine list located in the heart of Chinatown. 146 Little Bourke St, 9663 8829. (I3)

Laksa Me - A unique blend of modern Asian cuisines with a friendly, understated vibe very

popular with the lunch time crowd. Shop 1, 16 Liverpool St, 9639 9885. (I3)

Longrain – Contemporary restaurant serving sumptuous modern Thai cuisine in heritage

listed surrounds. 40–44 Little Bourke St, 9671 3151. (I3)
Nihonbashi Zen – Kushiyaki, grilled skewer dishes for Japanese with a difference. 87 Little Bourke St, 9639 7050. (I3)
Red Monkey Tea House – A gorgeous café bar serving Asian-style tapas to enjoy in

the beer garden. 470 Victoria St, North Melbourne, 9326 7572. (D1)
Yu-U Restaurant – Book ahead to be rewarded with exquisite Japanese food and service.

137 Flinders Ln, 9639 7073. (I5)
Contemporary

100 Mile Café - A new restaurant, sourcing the finest produce from the local community - within a hundred mile radius. Level 3, Melbourne Central 211 La Trobe St,

9654 0808. (G3)

Bistro Vue – Innovative French cuisine emulating the traditional backstreet bistros of

Paris. Normanby Chambers, 430 Little Collins St (Entry via New Chancery Ln) 9691 3838. (F5)
Comme Kitchen - a laidback bistro offering ‘family style’ rustic Mediterranean share

dishes in a sophisticated space shared with a stylish bar and functions rooms. 7 Alfred Pl,

9631 4000. (I4)
Court House Hotel – Modern international food in a tricked up old pub. 86 Errol St, North

Melbourne, 9329 5394. (Not shown)

Jimmy Watson’s Wine Bar – Third generation Australian wine family offering a

memorable dining experience. 333 Lygon St, Carlton, 9347 3985. (Not shown)

Moored – Enjoy waterside dining with specialties from a number of sea side cultures in Europe, Asia and the Americas, all with a modern Australian influence. Level 1, 120 –

122, 427 Docklands Drive, Waterfront City, Docklands. 9329 2360. (A5)
Number 8 Restaurant and Wine Bar – Premium dining with river views and Crown’s nightly pyrotechnic display. Riverside, Crown Entertainment Complex, 8 Whiteman St, Southbank,

9292 7899. (F7)
Pure South, - Set in a prime location, savour award winning modern Australian cuisine featuring fresh seafood and steak and an extensive and sophisticated wine list from

Tasmania. Shop 2, 3 Southgate Ave, Southbank, 9699 4600. (H6)

Saganaki Greek Cuisine & Grill - Melbourne’s only waterfront Greek restaurant, Saganaki also offers dishes with a modern Australian twist. 62 NewQuay Promenade, NewQuay,

Docklands, 9606 0008. (A5)
Sarti - Authentic Italian dining, simple with outstanding flavours to enjoy inside or alfresco at Sarti’s roof top terrace. 6 Russell Pl, 9639 7822. (H4)
Steakhouse – It’s all about steak featuring more than 13 different steaks of prime quality Certified Australian Beef cooked over the flame right before your eyes. 66 NewQuay Promenade, NewQuay, Docklands, 9640 0808 (A5)
the brasserie by Philippe Mouchel

- located on the Riverside at Crown, the brasserie features contemporary French cuisine, Australian and French wines, exemplary service and sleek décor. Riverside, Crown Casino

Complex, 8 Whiteman St, Southbank, 9292 7808 (F7)
Verge – Floor to ceiling views of the Treasury Gardens and great food. 1 Flinders Ln, 9639 9500. (J4)
La Luna Bistro - one of Melbourne’s best bistros – specialties include house-made

pasta, the freshest and best quality seafood, aged beef and specialty breed meats. 320 Rathdowne St, Carlton, 9349 4888. (Not shown)
Punch Lane Wine Bar Restaurant –Cosy club atmosphere, interesting menu with fine wines and cheeses. 43 Little Bourke St, 9639 4944. (I3)

Rockpool Bar & Grill – Fine dining in every sense - indulge in delicacies such as premium wagyu beef, sterling caviar and upmarket crustaceans. Crown Entertainment

Complex, 8 Whiteman St, Southbank, 8648 1900. (F7)

Syracuse – Italian elegance and modern food, many dishes tapas style. 23 Bank Pl, 9670 1777. (F5)
The European Restaurant – A Eurocentric wine list and menu with modern influences.

161 Spring St, 9654 0811. (J3)
The Mill – a converted two-level, sophisticated warehouse offering fine dining and very fine drinking downstairs at Charlie’s Bar. 67 Hardware Ln, 9600 1454. (G4)
Tjanabi – Experience modern Australian cuisine, including emu and crocodile, in an outback

setting. 2 Flinders St, Federation Square, 9662 1225. (I5)
Eposito at Toofey’s - one of Melbourne’s finest seafood restaurants delivering the freshest

seafood cooked to perfection in modern, casual and warm surrounds. 162 Elgin St, Carlton, 9347 9838. (Not shown)
Casual & Cafes

Appetite Food Store – Crammed full of gourmet and hard to find tasty and nutritious produce, all day brunch menu and freshly made baguettes, quiches and salads. 8 Errol St, North Melbourne, 9328 4582. (D1)
Benitos – Booth and counter seating, antipasto, pasta and roasts. 445 Little Collins St,

9670 5347. (F5)
Brother Baba Budan - the ultimate coffee haunt to find your perfect brew! Small but charming, this retail shop offers coffee and pastries. 359 Little Bourke St, Melbourne (Cnr of Rankins Ln), 9606 0449. (G4)
Ca de Vin – Extensive, simple Italian menu to satisfy any appetite at this popular laneway eatery. GPO Melbourne, Ground Level, 350 Bourke St, 9654 3639. (G4)
Café Vue – The menu is wonderfully diverse serving the very best coffee and a daily

changing menu of breakfast and lunch treats with a French flair. Normanby Chambers, 430 Little Collins St, 9691 3899. (F5) 

Chillipadi - extensive variety of Asian meals including hawkerstyle dishes and dumplings at

even better prices. Menzies Alley, Melbourne Central, Cnr Little Lonsdale and Elizabeth Sts,

9663 5688. (G3)
Commercial Bakery - Little café nestled in between City scrapers offering a delicious assortment of danishes, pastries, paninis or for something more hearty, head to

Gills Diner at the back. Rear 360 Little Collins St, 9670 7214. (G5)
Cookie – Bar, beer hall and Thai restaurant, Cookie works on every level. Level 1, 252 Swanston St, 9663 7660. (H4)
Hell’s Kitchen – Take the stairs up to this popular lunch spot in a lively laneway. Upstairs, 20 Centre Pl, 9654 5755. (H5)
Journal & Journal Canteen – Set within the walls of the city library, enjoy this popular café with its simple and tasty lunch dishes or try Journal Canteen upstairs for a small but delicious menu of home cooked Sicilian dishes. 253 Flinders Ln, 9650 4399. (H5)
Kenzan at GPO – a great laneway spot for a quick but good quality Japanese lunch. GPO Melbourne, Ground Level, 350 Bourke St, 9663 7767. (G4)
Le Petite Gateau - Discover the aromas and irresistible cakes, chocolates and savouries at

this contemporary, French-style patisserie and cake shop. 458 Little Collins St, 9944 8893. (F5)
Little Peninsula – Café/wine bar specialising in quality Mornington Peninsula produce and wine. 308 Little Lonsdale St, 9670 2020. (F4)
Mr Tulk - Located within the State Library’s heritage building, the menu is simple with a range of rolls and flatbreads supplemented by daily specials. State Library of Victoria, 328 Swanston St, 8660 5700. (G3)

Piadina Slowfood, Tiny café specialising in piadinas – grilled Italian flatbread served with various toppings, plus changing daily ‘slow food’ menu. 57 Lonsdale St, 9662 2277. (I3)
Recorded Music Salon - Take a flight of stairs up to a surprisingly spacious first level, where you’ll be greeted by a relaxed and unassuming café offering fantastic coffee and simple, yet oh-so-tasty fare. 11 Collins St, 9650 3821. (14)
The French Quarter Patisserie – Step into this Parisian-style inner-city gem for the perfect delicious treat of traditional pastries, cakes and delicious savoury baguettes. 570

Queensberry St, North Melbourne. 9326 9099. (Not shown)

Views and Outdoors 

Fish Seafood Grill & Rotisserie –

An expansive menu featuring fresh seafood and a stylish interior with floor to ceiling windows.

G09 – G12/439, Docklands Drive, Waterfront City, Docklands, 9640 0686. (A5)
Kobe Jones - A Japanese restaurant with a Californian heritage and influence, and spectacular waterfront views. Level 1/427, Docklands Drive, Waterfront City, Docklands, 9329 9173. (A5)
Livebait – Indoors and outdoors with views to the city and Victoria Harbour. 55b NewQuay Promenade, NewQuay, Docklands, 9642 1500. (A5)

Mecca Bah – Cosy banquettes, water views and a middle eastern menu made for sharing. 55a NewQuay Promenade, NewQuay, Docklands, 9642 1300. (A5)
Melbourne Yacht Club Hotel – Two levels offering various dining options from an all day menu at The Lower Deck to a more formal setting on The Upper Deck. G13 – G14/439 Docklands Drive, Waterfront City, Docklands. 9670 6611. (A5)

For more information:

• visit www.thatsmelbourne.com.au

• visit the Melbourne Visitor Centre at Federation Square, located on the corner of Swanston and Flinder Streets

• visit the Melbourne Visitor Booth in the Bourke Street Mall

• call City of Melbourne Hotline on 9658 9658

• Purchase the latest Dining Secrets Melbourne – a guide to 52 of the city’s finest eateries with something to suit every taste, budget and occasion, presented in a deck of cards. Available for $9.95 from the Melbourne Visitor Centre, good newsagents, bookstores or online at www.deckofsecrets.com
