me!bourne walks

walk number 3                                                        on the waterfront

Walking time: 2 hours

Distance: 4.75 Kilometres

Spectacular bridges, sculptures, Melbourne Aquarium and Southbank Promenade.

From Federation Square, walk south along Princes Bridge and follow the ramp down to the riverside in Alexandra Gardens and then walk under the bridge. There have been three bridges on this site, each larger than the last.  The first was built of timber and named after the Prince of Wales in 1845.

Underneath the bridge is the venue for the city’s popular Sunday arts and crafts market and enterprising street performers. You will pass the giant sculpture Dervish, the work of Melbourne-born sculptor Clement Meadmore, with a market value of around $500,000!

If you have time, opt for a boat’s eye view of the city, with a leisurely scenic cruise, penguin trip, ferry ride to Williamstown, romantic gondola or water taxi ride. Ask for tickets and information at one of the information booths along the riverside. 

Walk past Southgate Shopping Complex on Melbourne’s Southbank. In the 1850s this was Canvas Town, where migrants and gold seekers first pitched their tents. Today, it’s a booming stretch of apartments, offices, hotels, shops, restaurants, squares, visitor attractions and urban art. And it’s a great place to view the city skyline.

Cross the Rainbow Bridge and stop at the first landing to step down to the  Rainbow Serpent, a painting of the river’s northern bank. 

A creek, now Elizabeth Street, once flowed in here at the Kameruka where Aborigines believed the spirit children awaited their rebirth as humans.

Heading west along Flinders Walk, pass under Sandridge Railway Bridge and you come to Queen’s Bridge just beyond the Banana Alley Vaults. In 1910, some 20,000 people watched Houdini dive into the river from this bridge, locked in chains. After 25 seconds, he came up laughing. Houdini’s spot was well chosen. The river is shallow here, where rocky falls originally stopped saltwater and shipping from passing upstream.

The tall ships turned in the wide basin or ‘pool’ of the Yarra, now recreated near Enterprise Wharf. Five carved figureheads titled Constellation evoke the spirit of these ships. Early port facilities were also here, as well as bond stores and the Customs House (Immigration Museum).

In 1835 John Pascoe Fawkner’s ‘Enterprise’ sailed up the Yarra from

Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania) to create a commercial settlement. For the Aborigines who had lived along the river for thousands of years, the landscape changed forever.

Walk past the popular Melbourne Aquarium that features a breathtaking underwater wonderland where children and adults enjoy ‘fish-eye’ views of sea life and its many different creatures.

Then cross to Batman Park and take Spencer Street Footbridge to South Wharf, and follow the boardwalk to Duke & Orr’s DryDock (1875). The lovely old cargo ship Polly Woodside is berthed here, next to the Melbourne Maritime Museum. Step on board to experience life on an early sailing ship.

Continue to the spectacular new Webb Bridge – a snaking pedestrian and cycle link between the Southbank promenade at Yarra’s Edge and the Docklands. Designed by Melbourne artist Robert Owen with Architects Denton Corker Marshall, the design is an analogy of Koorie fishing traps, drums, baskets and the gestural flow of the river below. The bridge was floated up the Yarra River to its place next to Charles Grimes Bridge in

November 2002.

Walk back alongside Melbourne Exhibition Centre, then cross Clarendon Street and walk under King Street to the Fountains and Fireballs outside

Crown Entertainment Complex. Go inside to enter the glittering Crown atrium and soak up the glamour. Here you can try your luck at the casino, shop for designer labels or catch a movie. 

Cross Queensbridge Street and you’re on Southbank Promenade. Eureka Tower soaring skyward is the world’s tallest apartment building. Feel like lunch or a snack? Enjoy the superb river views at one of the many first class restaurants and cafes. As you walk back past Southgate Shopping Complex, climb the spiral stair-case and discover three levels of fascinating specialty stores.

Then end your waterfront walk, by returning along Princes Bridge to Federation Square.
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Tourism Information

Melbourne Visitor Centre

Located at Federation Square

Cnr Flinders and Swanston Street

Open 7 days 9am-6pm

Melbourne Visitor Booth

Located at Bourke Street Mall

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Sat-Sun 10am-5pm

Public Holidays 10am-4pm

For assistance with any queries regarding Melbourne and ‘What’s on in the City’, keep an eye out for our roving City Ambassadors in their distinct red outfits roaming the City.

Mon-Fri 10am-4pm

Sat 11am-2pm

