City Walk #8 - Melbourne Exhibition and Convention Centre
Walking Time:  30 minutes

Distance:  1.5 kilometres

Take a break and venture out on a short journey of discovery; it will revitalise your powers of concentration and inspire further exploration when you have more time.
From the main entrance of the Melbourne Exhibition and Convention Centre (MECC) on the southern side of the Yarra River, cross over Clarendon Street to Yarra Promenade alongside the Crown Entertainment Complex . If you divert from the promenade you will find that Crown offers an amazing combination of state-of-the-art technology, unsurpassed luxury and non-stop entertainment. Spanning two city blocks, Crown has a huge range of choice from world-class shopping and dining and luxurious accommodation to dynamic gaming areas and exciting live entertainment venues.  Crown has a collection of the world’s leading designers, including Burberry, Prada, Versace, Louis Vuitton, La Perla, Gianfranco Ferre and Montblanc - all under the one roof.  The dining options are also vast from cafés and quick snacks to serious food appreciation.  
Continuing along the promenade, King Street Bridge (on your left) will take you across the Yarra to the Melbourne Aquarium , a two minute walk away. A highly interactive experience featuring the creatures and habitats of Australia’s oceans, the Aquarium is open daily from 9.30am-6pm; corner Queenswharf Road & King Street; T: 9620 0999 www.melbourneaquarium.com.au 
Queens Bridge is the next crossing over the Yarra and is the best place from which to divert to the Immigration Museum housed in the beautifully remodelled Old Customs House. The Museum explores the stories of people who have migrated to Victoria from all over the world. These stories are brought to life through moving images, computer interactives, voices, memories and belongings. Open daily from 10am-5pm; closed Good Friday & Christmas

Day; 400 Flinders Street; T: 9927 2700 www.immigration.museum.vic.gov.au 
Remaining on the city side of the river at Queens Bridge you will find five figureheads forming the sculpture ‘Constellation’ by Bruce Armstrong and Geoffrey Bartlett. 
Crossing back over the river on Queensbridge Street, you will see the historic Sandridge Bridge (originally built in 1888) on your left. It now features a striking public sculpture. ‘The Travellers’ is a series of giant steel sculptures sliding quietly across the Yarra, depicting the waves of immigrants who have come from all over the world to make Melbourne their home. Nine of the ten sculptures cross the river three times a day, representing Australian immigration from the convict and gold rush periods through to the refugee and professional newcomers of today. The first sculpture, representing Victoria’s Aboriginal communities, is stationed permanently on the river bank. 
Once back on the southern side of the river and continuing along what is now Southbank Promenade, you will come to Southgate . Situated in the heart of the arts district, Southgate is part of the fabric of Melbourne life. It is home to over 80 shops which include Australian artist galleries, music, food and clothing. It is also home to corporate towers and the Langham Hotel. There are also plenty of opportunities to indulge in another Melbourne pastime - dining! From its ground level featuring a number of fast-food outlets, to a range of fine dining options for Asian, Italian and contemporary cuisines, the outside world can be experienced from any number of picture windows. 
At the end of Southbank Promenade, where it meets Princes Bridge, is the Arts Centre , a complex of theatres, concert halls, galleries and foyer spaces – all built under ground. It’s a Melbourne landmark due to its massive steel spire and wraparound base, designed to reflect a ballet-dancer’s tutu. 100 St Kilda Road, Southbank; T: 9281 8000 www.theartscentre.net.au 

The Sunday Market at the Arts Centre is a great place for Australian-made products. It brings together over 150 stalls of the finest arts and crafts from around Victoria, from handcrafted Australian timber products and Aboriginal artefacts, to organic teas and homemade preserves. Open Sun, 10am-5pm. 
On St Kilda Road, you can cross the river towards Federation Square, or you can turn right from the city and head for the National Gallery of Victoria (NGV International) . Spanning four levels and housing Victoria’s extensive international collection of European, Asian, Oceanic and American art, this is one of the most impressive collections in the Southern Hemisphere. A famous water wall 98greets visitors at the main entrance, and you can’t miss the Great Hall (look up at its magnificent Leonard French stained glass ceiling and check out the brilliant tapestries by artist Roger Kemp). Open daily, 10am-5pm; closed Tue, Good Friday & Christmas Day; open from 1pm on Anzac Day; 180 St Kilda Road;

T: 8620 2222 www.ngv.vic.gov.au 

Leaving the NGV International, it is a short walk or tram ride on the number 1 tram to the Australian Centre for Contemporary Art , a dynamic public contemporary art space presenting changing seasons of international and Australian exhibitions, events and public programs. Open Tue-Sun; 111 Sturt Street, Southbank; T: 9697 9999 www.accaonline.org.au 

Back in St Kilda Road and heading towards the city over Princes Bridge you will see Federation Square on your right opposite Flinders Street Station. 
Featuring some of the world’s most stunning architecture, Federation Square has become a new centre of cultural activity for Melbourne. It brings together a creative mix of attractions, including the Ian Potter Centre: NGV Australia, ACMI: Australian Centre for the Moving Image, Champions: Australian Racing Museum & Hall of Fame, the National Design Centre and the Melbourne Visitor Centre. It also has a range of restaurants, cafes, bars, two dedicated function centres, open public spaces which host lots of events, and there are guided tours which operate Mon-Sat at 11am and 2pm. 
Tourism Information Melbourne Visitor Centre at Federation Square - Cnr Flinders and Swanston streets  Open 7 days 9am-6pm 

Melbourne Visitor Booth Located at Bourke Street Mall Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Sat-Sun 10am-5pm Public Holidays 10am-4pm

For assistance with any queries regarding Melbourne and ‘What’s on in the City’, keep an eye out for our roving City Ambassadors in their distinct red outfits roaming the city.

Mon-Fri 10am-4pm

Sat 11am-2pm

For further information, visit www.thatsmelbourne.com.au 
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